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An invitation to

immerse yourself in the
Mediterranean charm, from
the lively streets of Lisbon

to the serene landscapes of
Andalusia.

Um convite para mersulhar
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here are moments iIn one’s

professional life that feel quietly

transformative, moments where

the months of hard work, belief,
and vision converge into something
unmistakably special. Representing Lifestyle
Portugal as an ambassador at the inaugural
DUCO Spain and Portugal in Marbella was
one of those moments. To stand there, as
the only Portuguese magazine present,
proudly flying the flag for Portugal, was an
expernience | will carry with me for many
years to come.

For those discovering DUCO for the first
time, itis far more than just a travel event. Itis
a philosophy, a standard, and a celebration
of excellence in high-end hospitality, Its
creator, the remarkable Carolina Pérez,
envisioned DUCO not simply as another
industry gathering but as a place where
authenticity, craftsmanship, and meaningful
connections could flourish.

Carolina began this journey with DUCO
Italy, now regarded as one of the most
prestigious luxury travel events in the world.
She recognised something essential: the
luxury travel industry needed a forum built
on sincerity, education, and deep cultural
appreciation. Italy, with its historic palazzos,
centuries-old hospitality traditions, and

artisan-driven landscape, became the perfect
starting point. What DUCO ltaly achieved was
extraordinary, it created an environment where
hoteliers, travel advisors, and storytellers
came together with purpose, not pressure,
to champion what makes their destinations
unique.

It was only a matter of time before other
DUCO chapters followed. The Iberian
Peninsula, with its tapestry of ancient cultures,
iconic coastlines, architectural splendour,
and culinary mastery, was a natural next step.
Thus, DUCO Spain and Portugal were born,
bringing together the finest hotels, resorts, and
hospitality leaders from across both countries.
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Walking into the venue in Marbella for this
inaugural edition, one could immediately
sense the attention to detail that has become
synonymous with the DUCO name. From the
moment the first welcome drink was served,
Carolina’s meticulous planning was evident
in every element: the warm hospitality, the
thoughtfully choreographed schedule, the
carefully curated meeting sessions, and the
impeccable service that remained on point
from beginning to end.

It was luxury in its purest form, not defined by
extravagance but by intention, substance, and
an unwavering commitment to excellence.,
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The event showcased an inspiring
array of Iberian brilliance. Portugal's
finest hospitality brands stood
proudly alongside their Spanish
counterparts, each presenting not
just their properties but their stories,
their identities, and their cultural roots
From Lisbon's grand historic hotels
to the serene countryside retreats of
Alentejo, from the Algarve's world-
class resorts to the boutique gems
hidden in Porto’s medieval streets,
Portugal shone brightly. Equally
exceptional were Spain's contributions,
ranging from Andalusian estates to
Catalonian design-led escapes and
the powerhouse hotels of Madrid and
Barcelona

For Lifestyle Portugal, this event
was more than paricipation; it was
representation. t was a moment to
demonstrate that Portugal is not only
part of the luxury travel conversation
but is helping shape it. Being the sole
Portuguese magazine at DUCO meant
carrying the voice of our country,
our culture, and our hospitality to an
international audience of decision-
makers and tastemakers. [t was a
responsibility | embraced with great
pride

What made DUCO Spain and Portugal
so compeling was the spirt of
collaboration. Hoteliers engaged with
travel advisors with genuine curiosity.
Storytelling replaced sales pitches.
Knowledge replaced noise. There
was a palpable sense that the Iberian
Peninsula, with its charm, diversity,
and world-class hospitality, is stepping
confidently into a new era on the
global stage.

As the final day concluded, it became
clear that this inaugural edition had
been an overwhelming success.
DUCO Spain and Portugal has firmly
positioned itself as a leading event in
the luxury travel calendar, and its future
looks nothing short of extraordinary
The groundwork has been laid with
precision, passion, and authenticity, a
testament to Carolina Pérez and her
exceptional team.

We now look ahead to DUCO 2026
with  excitement, ambition, and
renewed purpose. Lifestyle Portugal
will continue to champion our country,
our artisans, our hoteliers, and the
extraordinary beauty of Portugal. This
is only the beginning of a flourishing
new chapter for the Iberian Peninsula,
and we are honoured to be part of it
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